The change in aggressiveness of neoplasms with age.
With aging, tumors occur more frequently. The "malignant" characteristics of tumors (ie, rapid growth and metastases), however, appear to be less prominent in the elderly. In experimental tumor models, similar observations have been recorded. The reason for this phenomenon could be that tumors (ie, malignant cells) are different in different-aged hosts. Alternatively, host features such as the fibrotic, angiogenic, or immune response may be altered by the aging process and may render the host "soil" less fertile for "malignant" tumor growth. Indeed, experimental evidence has supported the importance of each of these host features. The significance of the exploration and eventual understanding of the age-related change in tumor behavior extends beyond clinical geriatric medicine; it may, in fact, involve the very unraveling of some of the basic biology of both tumor control and the aging process itself.